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on the way. Several pictures were to follow 1 m from Italy: a Sebastian del Piombo, a Bronz: 10, and a Mirevelt, which he describes as of extre tie beauty; and with his usual happy faith in lis own good luck, he hoped to pick up some ot .er bargains such as "Hobbemas and Holbeins fc a few crowns/' in the towns through which he would pass on his journey. A definite engs Cement did not take place till some mor hs later; but some tacit understanding must i >w have been allowed by Madame Hanska, as there begin to appear from this time in Balz c's letters exact descriptions of the Sevres ch ia, the inlaid furniture, and the bric-&-brac, wl ch he was buying evidently with her money as ^ ell as his own, to adorn their future home toget er. As usual, on his return he found his affairs in utter confusion, was pursued by creditors, ad was absolutely without money. As a last i is-fortune, his housekeeper, Madame de Brugn< le, in whose name the habitation at Passy ad been rented, and who generally managed bis business affairs, was busy preparing for ler approaching marriage, and had naturally no t ne to spare for her supposed lodger's difficul es. Altogether Balzac felt that the world wa a harassing place.
However, his health was admirable, "et le talent! . . . oh ! je Tai retrouv^ dans sa fleur " * He was full of hope and confidence; and altho gh
* ((Correspondance," vol. ii, p. 239.